
 
  

                     Parra Notes March  2, 2007 
 

Hello Friends, 
 
Many folks have been asking me about my co-authorship of AB 576.  I want to start by saying that 
my support of Agriculture and the development of new jobs in the dairy industry have been 
unwavering, which may explain most peoples surprise that I have co-authored AB 576. I have been 
openly supportive of the local process at every step in regards to this project, and will continue to 
support the Board of Supervisors if they decide to approve the EIR at their next meeting in order to 
allow the San Joaquin Air pollution Control District and The Central Valley Regional Water 
Quality Control Board to complete their reviews of the project. Nevertheless, I am also sympathetic 
to the concerns of the African-American community, in regards to the preservation of Colonel 
Allensworth State Park. Through the years I have I have worked very hard to support the small 
town of Allensworth, helping obtain resources for the Community Center and helping fix their 
water pumps.  I will continue to support the local authority to make land use decisions and the 
tradition embodied at Colonel Allensworth State Park. It is my hope that my involvement with 
this legislation will put me in a position to facilitate a compromise that will satisfy the needs of 
two communities I care deeply about. 
 
I was glad to hear that the California Transportation Commission (CTC) voted on Wed. to 
approve the staff recommendation to fund Highway 198 at $76 million dollars.  It is always a 
challenge to ensure the full funding of projects in the Central Valley when we are competing with 
other parts of the state.   
 
As I mentioned last week, I meet with Jim Ghelmetti, the Vice Chair of the CTC.  This 
commission is responsible for the distribution of millions of dollars for transportation projects 
throughout the state and I reminded him that I had sent a letter specifically asking for the funding of 
HWY 198.   
 
I also signed on to a letter with the Rural Caucus to remind the CTC about the importance of 
funding the Central Valley’s outdated infrastructure.   I believe that these complied efforts allowed 
us to secure the funding this year. Nevertheless, this project was the only one funded in the Valley 
besides, Highway 99 which was the only item earmarked in the bonds.   Several more rounds of 
CTC funding lie ahead and I will continue to fight for other valley projects to get their funding 
as well.  For more in formation about the California Transportation Commission, please visit 



http://www.catc.ca.gov    
  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
This Week in Sacramento 
 
I began my week on Sunday afternoon with the California State Employees Association (CSEA) 
in Sacramento.  Many members of CSEA came up for their annual lobby day.   I had an 
opportunity to join them for an hour during one of their breakout sessions to discuss the current 
state of politics and health care reform, which is a priority for CSEA members.  I also want to thank 
all the CSEA members that took me up on my offer to stop by my office and say hello.  Thank you 
for your service and I look forward to working with all of you once again. 
 
On Monday I had the honor of being present during the dedication of the Rose Ann Vuich Hearing 
Room.  Ms. Vuich, who was from Fresno, was the first female elected to the State Senate.  It was a 
great joy for me to join the Woman’s Caucus in dedicating room 2040 in the State Capitol Building 
as the Rose Ann Vuich Hearing Room.  Also present at the dedication was former President pro 
Tempore David Roberti who presided over the Senate when Ms. Vuich was in office. 
 
On Tuesday, I had a meeting with Jeff Giles, who is the attorney for several agricultural clients in 
Monterey County.  We discussed in detail legislative proposals relating to food safety and E. Coli, 
and also reviewed the agenda and prospective outcomes of the Joint Agriculture Committee 
Hearing. 
 
The California Grape and Tree Fruit League held their annual Lobby Day in Sacramento this 
week.  With members from across California in attendance, I was happy to field questions and 
address the group at their dinner reception.  The League, along with many other agricultural 
organizations, is an integral part of ensuring the continued prosperity of our Central Valley 
Economy.  For more information, please visit http://www.cgtfl.com.  
 
Quay Hayes, who is planning a large scale community development project near Kettleman City, 
visited my office with others to discuss the planning and implementation of funding streams and 
initial program details.  This is a very exciting project for Kings County, as the sales tax revenues 
stemming from this project will greatly enhance the overall quality of life across the county. 
 
It was an honor and privilege to deliver the keynote speech at the California Farm Bureau 
Federation’s Annual Leadership Conference.  I was able to give an overview of the current 
dynamic within the State Capitol, and provide insight as to how members of the farm bureau can 
effect change both locally and Statewide.  Thank you to Mr. Doug Mosebar, and all the others who 
made this such an enjoyable experience.  For more information, please visit http://www.cfbf.org.  
 
The Joe Cerrell Leadership Group visited Sacramento this week, and I was pleased to address the 
students in order to widen their understanding of public policy and the overall dynamics within the 
State Capitol. 
 
Meeting with Land America involved a discussion on regulations filtering down from the Office of 
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Insurance Commissioner Steve Poizner.  I committed to monitoring those regulations, and being 
an active participant in the ensuing discussions regarding the content and impact of those rulings on 
the industry and communities in the 30th Assembly District. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Highlight of the Week 
 
This week was especially nice because I was honored as the Legislator of the Year for the 
California Police Chief’s Association.   I attended their annual conference in Long Beach to 
receive my award.  It is honor for me to be recognized for my efforts in public safety.  I was 
successful in ensuring millions of dollars to fight methamphetamine and provide additional 
resources to our law enforcement through the Budget Sub 4 committee, which I was a member of 
last year.  This year I will be carrying legislation that increase penalties for the possession of 
methamphetamine and I will continue to support local efforts to fight gang violence. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Assembly Committee on Agriculture  
 
On Tuesday February 27th the Assembly and Senate Agriculture Committee held a hearing to 
discuss “Farming and the Environment: An Overview of the 2006 E. coli outbreak". The joint 
informational hearing focused on discoveries from state and federal investigations, industry 
response and collaboration with government and academia, state and federal processes for 
regulating voluntary industry responses, and potential conflicts between farming and environmental 
enhancements.  There was a lot of information that was provided to us from the experts.  I believe 
that it is vital to fully understand a problem before you can attempt to find a solution. Such 
understanding is exactly what the joint hearing helped our committees start today.  The people of 
the United States enjoy the safest food supply in the world, but we know more can be done to 
enhance safety while maintaining the affordability of our food supply. We heard a willingness to 
work to enhance this balance by the agriculture industry through the marketing order and agreement 
with oversight by the California Department of Food and Agriculture.  The knowledge gained today 
will prove critical as the committees consider more expansive legislative proposals to strike this 
balance. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Freeze Relief Aid 
 
The impact of the Freeze continues to be felt throughout the Valley.  Last week when I joined 
Community Action Partnership of Kern in their kick of for their Freeze Relief efforts I meet with 
several families who told me their stories of the economic struggles they are now facing. I will 
continue to help all victims of the freeze, that are facing economic constraints and I am working 
with the appropriate state agencies to continue to put pressure on the federal government to provide 
us with more relief.  On April 1st I will join Community Action Partnership once again and 
participate in an event at El Mercado Latino at 1 p.m.   For more information on how can be a part 
of this effort contact Michal Yniguez at 661-336-5236. 
 
As the months pass it will be important to continue monitoring the long term impacts of the Freeze 



on our constituents.  I hope everyone will participate in the relief efforts over the next few weeks.  If 
you would like more information about resources and status information on the Freeze contact my 
office. 

For questions about assistance in Kings, Fresno, or Tulare Counties please contact Teresa 
Plascencia at (559) 585-7170 or by e-mail at Teresa.Plascencia@asm.ca.gov

For questions about assistance in Kern County please contact Mina Tovar at (661) 334-3745 or by 
e-mail at Mina.Tovar@asm.ca.gov  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
When Visiting Sacramento 
 
As always, thank you to everyone who stops by my office.  As a reminder, next time you find 
yourself in Sacramento stop by my new office and say hello. The office is now located on the 5th 
floor in room 5155.  If I’m unavailable please leave your business card with my staff and I will do 
my best to get in contact with you. 
 
If you know anyone who would enjoy receiving Parra Notes please have them e-mail Brandon 
Sanders so they can be included in our distribution list. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Meeting Requests 
 
If you or your organization would like to set up a time to meet with me or would like for me to 
attend an event you are sponsoring, please feel free to contact my Executive Secretary Anna 
Goddard at (916) 319-2030 or by e-mail at Anna.Goddard@asm.ca.gov.   
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Interns Wanted 
 
I am accepting applications for the internship program in my Hanford, Bakersfield and 
Sacramento offices. Candidates should be residents of the 30th Assembly District, possess solid 
research and communication skills, and have a strong interest in public policy and political issues 
facing the Central Valley. Applications can be found by going to: 
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a30. 

For Hanford office internships contact Richard Valle at (559) 585-7170 or by e-mail at:                
Richard.Valle@asm.ca.gov

For Bakersfield office internships contact Nerissa Robinson at (661) 334-3745 or by e-mail at: 
Nerissa.Robinson@asm.ca.gov

For Sacramento office internships contact Anna Goddard at (916) 319-2030 or by e-mail at:  
Anna.Goddard@asm.ca.gov

mailto:Teresa.Plascencia@asm.ca.gov
mailto:Mina.Tovar@asm.ca.gov
mailto:brandon.sanders@asm.ca.gov?subject=Parra%20Notes:%20Subscribe
mailto:brandon.sanders@asm.ca.gov?subject=Parra%20Notes:%20Subscribe
mailto:Anna.Goddard@asm.ca.gov
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a30
mailto:Richard.Valle@asm.ca.gov
mailto:Nerissa.Robinson@asm.ca.gov
mailto:Anna.Goddard@asm.ca.gov


 
 

 
Bakersfield Office: 

601 24th St., 
Suite A 

Bakersfield, CA 93301 
Phone: (661) 334-3745 

Fax: (661) 334-3796  

 
Hanford Office: 
321 N. Douty St., 

Suite B 
Hanford, CA 93230 

Phone: (559) 585-7170 
Fax: (559) 585-7175  

 
Capitol Office: 

State Capitol 
P.O. Box 942849 

Sacramento, CA 94249 
Phone: (916) 319-2030 

Fax: (916) 319-2130  
 

Email: Assemblymember.Parra@assembly.ca.gov 
Web Site: http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a30/  

  
If you wish to no longer receive email notifications please click the following link to UNSUBSCRIBE 

If you wish to receive email updates in the future please click the following link to SUBSCRIBE  
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